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RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

AUG 2 3 2006 

CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

The following is a complete list of claims. The claims below replace all prior 
versions of the claims in the application. Please amend claims 1 , 3, 19, 24, 26, 29, 30, 
32, 33, 34 and 36. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 

floating a mission module near a vessel having a multi-mode hull operable to 
allow the vessel to maneuver in at least three two-operational modes, the 
mission-module operable to enable the vessel to perform a function for a 
specific mission; 

retrieving the mission module with the vessel; and 

installing the mission module in the vessel, the installed module operable to 
enable distribution of resources from the module to the vessel. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein installing the mission module comprises 
moving the module into the vessel via a ramp. 

3. (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 

floating a mission module near a vessel having a multi-mode hull operable to 
allow the vessel to maneuver in at ieast two operational modes, the 
mission-module operable to enable the vessel to perform a function for a 
specific mission; 

retrieving the mission module with the vessel; and 

installing the mission module in the vessel, the installed module operable to 
enable distribution of resources from the module to the vessel and T he 
m e thod of claim 1 whoroin instal l ing tho mi s s i on modu le compris ing: esf 

lowering a ramp from the vessel; 

moving the module into the vessel via the ramp; and 
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raising the ramp into a ramp storage area disposed beneath the 
module. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein installing the mission module comprises 
installing the module in a bay of the vessel. 

5. Canceled 

6. Canceled 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the vessel comprises a ship. 

8. Canceled 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising maneuvering the vessel to 
the mission module before retrieving the module. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising maneuvering the mission 
module to the vessel before retrieving the module. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) A method, comprising: 

floating a mission module near a vessel having a multi-mode hull operable to 
allow the vessel to maneuver in at least two operational modes, the 
mission module operable to enable the vessel to perform a function for a 
specific mission; 

maneuvering the vessel toward the mission module such that a bay of the 
vessel captures the module; and 

coupling a system interface of the mission module to a system interface of the 
vessel, thereby enabling distribution of resources from the module to the 
vessel . 

12. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 11 wherein the bay is disposed in 
the bow of the vessel and the maneuvering comprises moving the vessel 
forward. 

13. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the vessel is a multi-hull, 
water-bom ship. 
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14. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the coupling comprises 
lifting the mission module into the bay of the vessel. 

15. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 14 wherein the lifting comprises 
lifting the mission module with a crane system. 

16. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 11 wherein the coupling comprises 
lowering the vessel to the mission module. 

17. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 16 wherein the lowering comprises 
reducing the freeboard of the vessel with a ballasting system. 

18. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the coupling comprises 
attaching the vessel to the mission module via a ship-to-module interface. 

19. (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 

disengaging a mission module from a vessel having a multi-mode hull 

operable to allow the vessel to maneuver in at least three two operational 
modes, the mission module located in a bay of the vessel and operable to 
enable the vessel to perform a function for a specific mission and to 
enable distribution of resources from the module to the vessel; 

removing the module from the bay; and 

floating the mission module away from the vessel. 

20. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 19, wherein floating the mission 
module away from the vessel includes maneuvering the vessel away from the 
module. 

21 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 19, wherein floating the mission 
module away from the vessel includes maneuvering the module away from the 
vessel. 

22. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 19 wherein the removing comprises 
sliding the mission module down a ramp. 
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23. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 19 wherein the disengaging 
comprises raising the vessel away from the mission module by increasing the 
freeboard of the vessel with a ballasting system. 

24. (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 

removing a first mission module from a vessel having a multi-mode hull 
operable to allow the vessel to maneuver in at least three two operational 
modes; 

floating a second mission module near the vessel, the second mission 
module operable to enable the vessel to perform a function for a specific 
mission; 

installing the second mission module in the vessel, the second mission 
module operable to enable distribution of resources from the module to 
the vessel. 

25. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 24 wherein installing the second 
mission module comprises retrieving the second mission module from water 
while the vessel is floating in the water. 

26. (Currently Amended) A vessel comprising a frame operable to retrieve a mission 
module floating near the frame, the module operable to enable the vessel to 
perform a function for a specific mission and to enable distribution of resources 
from the module to the vessel, the module further operable to be installed in the 
vessel, the vessel having a multi-mode hull operable to allow the vessel to 
maneuver in at least three two-operational modes 

27. (Previously Presented) A method, comprising: 

floating a mission module near a vessel, the mission module operable to 
enable the vessel to perform a function for a specific mission; 

maneuvering the vessel toward the mission module such that a bay of the 
vessel captures the module, the vessel operable to transport passengers 
from a first terrestrial location to a second terrestrial location; 
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coupling a system interface of the mission module to a system interface of the 
vessel, thereby enabling distribution of resources from the module to the 
vessel; and 

wherein the bay is disposed in the bow of the vessel, and the maneuvering 
comprises moving the vessel forward. 

28. (Previously Presented) A method, comprising: 

floating a mission module near a vessel, the mission module operable to 
enable the vessel to perform a function for a specific mission; 

maneuvering the vessel toward the mission module such that a bay of the 
vessel captures the module, the vessel operable to transport passengers 
from a first terrestrial location to a second terrestrial location; 

coupling a system interface of the mission module to a system interface of the 
vessel, thereby enabling distribution of resources from the module to the 
vessel; and 

wherein the coupling comprises lifting the mission module into the bay of the 
vessel with a crane system. 

29. (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 

floating a mission module near a vessel having a multi-mode hull operable to 
allow the vessel to maneuver in at least two operational modes, one of 
which is The method of c l aim 1 furth e r oomprising maneuv e r i ng the v e ss el 
ffha logistics mode, - the mission-module operable to enable the vessel to 
perform a function for a specific mission; 

retrieving the mission module with the vessel; and 

installing the mission module in the vessel, the installed module operable to 
enable distribution of resources from the module to the vesse . 

30. (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 

floating a mission module near a vessel having a multi-mode hull operable to 
allow the vessel to maneuver in at least two operational modes, one of 
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ifl-a catamaran mode, - ihe mission-module operable to enable? the vessel 
to perform a function for a specific mission; 

retrieving the mission module with the vessel; and 

installing the mission module in the vessel, the installed module operable to 
enable distribution of resources from the module to the vessel . 

31 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 further comprising maneuvering 
the vessel in a SWATH mode. 

32. (Currently Amended) A method, comprising; 

floating a mission module near a vessel having a multi-mode hull operable to 
allow the vessel to maneuver in at least two operational modes, one of 
which is The m e thod of c l a i m 1 furth e r compr i s i ng maneuv e r i ng th e v e ss el 
m-a low freeboard mode, r the mission-module operable to enable the 
vessel to perform a function for a specific mission; 

retrieving the mission module with the vessel; and 

installing the mission module in the vessel, the installed module operable to 
enable distribution of resources from the module to the vesse ; . 

33. (Currently Amended) A method, comprising; 

floating a mission module near a vessel having a multi-mode hull operable to 
allow the vessel to maneuver in at least two operational modes, the 
mission-module operable to enable the vessel to perform Th e m e thod of 
c la im 1 further comprioing tho veos el performing functions for an anti-mine 
mission. 

retrieving the mission module with the vessel; and 

installing the mission module in the vessel, the installed module operable to 
enable distribution of resources from the module to the vesse. . 

34. (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 
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floating a mission module near a vessel having a multi-mode hull operable to 
allow the vessel to maneuver in at least two operational modes, the 
mission-module operable to enable the vessel to perform Th e m e thod of 
c l aim 1 furth e r compris i ng the v e sse l performing funct i ons for a littoral 
anti-submarine mission. 

retrieving the mission module with the vessel; and 

installing the mission module in the vessel, the installed module operable to 
enable distribution of resources from the module to the vessei . 

35. (Previousty Presented) The method of claim 1 further comprising the vessel 
performing functions for a logistics support mission. 

36. (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 

floating a mission module near a vessel having a multi-mode hull operable to 
allow the vessel to maneuver in at least two operational modes, the 
mission-module operable to enable the vessel to perform Th e m e thod of 
daim 1 further compr i s i ng th e v e ss e l p e rform i ng functions for an 
intelligence/surveillance/reconnaissance mission. 

retrieving the mission module with the vessel; and 

installing the mission module in the vessel the installed module operable to 
enable distribution of resources from the module to the vessel. 
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